WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION 
MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2010

The Walnut Beach Association monthly meeting was called to order by President Joe Garbus at 7:08 pm on Monday, March 8th, 2010.  The meeting was held at the Margaret Egan Center - Room #159 due to floor cleaning at St. Gabriel Parish Hall. All members were notified via e-mail and those who did not have e-mail via telephone. Membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Fourteen members were present including President - Joe Garbus, Vice President - Laura Ambrogio, Treasurer - Leisa Gazdik, and Secretary - Donna TurnerWoods.
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes of last meeting (February 2010) were not read since mailing of minutes to the members is taking place.

Treasurer’s Report:  Was read and is attached.
President’s Report:  President Joe Garbus reported on:
· Enhancement Committee:  The Enhancement Committee meets the first Tuesday of each month.  Stephen Wing and Robert Gregory and Frank Goodrich had walked the area to be upgraded, photos were taken.
· A grant for $100,000 is in the process to be used for the sole purpose of erosion for Wildemere and Walnut Beaches
· The Boardwalk:  construction is underway.  Pilings are being placed.  The Boardwalk will be between the brush and the dunes, closer to the dunes to protect the nesting grounds of the Plover.  Drawings of the project were available for viewing.
· Blight:  Joe Garbus filed a complaint with the Health Department about the corner of Stowe & Benham.  Concerned about rats and other rodents taking over.  The Condo Development partially built structures were boarded up.
· Festival:  Laura Ambrogio, Vice President and Chairman of the Walnut Beach Arts Festival discussed and answered questions regarding the Festival.  
· There will be a savings of 1/3 the cost of printing from last year and compared to today’s pricing.
· A Sponsorship and Vendor Call has been placed in various styles of publications, websites, etc.
· Sponsorship forms/requests were available for handing out as well as business cards with contact information for vendors.
· Banners:  A form of advertising for the sponsors that can be used year after year.  Certain sponsorship levels include the banner/certain forms of advertising/etc.
· WaBBA:  Walnut Beach Business Association was formed.  President Vinnie Bagdasarian, President, was introduced.
· Façade Money:  As each condominium is sold, WBA will receive $8,000 from the developer which will be used to renovate the facades of buildings.  
· To date, Urban Antique Radio and Vintage Hi-Fi on Naugatuck Avenue was completed by the developer prior to WBA receiving the funding. 
· Connie Geaneracous has submitted drawings that were done by the developer initially, for her buildings, the corners of Naugatuck and Broadway.  She had gotten the appraisal of $105,000 to complete the job.  She will be seeking other appraisals to see if she can get a lower cost, because of the moneys available need to cover more than just her properties.
· People need to apply to get the funding.

Membership Report:  Elvira Prokoski stated a problem about keeping the membership list up-to-date and keeping track of members who paid – a time element was seen as the problem, Elvira to pick-up mail.
· Four memberships that have not been renewed
· Sunshine Committee – it was brought to the attention of the membership in attendance that perhaps a “Sunshine Committee” should be formed.
· Three new members Lucille Grasso, Mary Tesla, Josie Elms

Beautification Committee:  Due to the closing of Walnut Beach Café and Wil Rodriguez no longer in the United States, a new chairman for the Committee was made.  Dave Cameron had volunteered to take on the role of Chairman of the Committee.
 
Block Watch Committee:  Joe Chindemi will take on the role of Chairman of the Block Watch Committee.  He will be attending next meeting.  If there is any need, Joe can be contacted at (203) 395-2341.

A motion was made by Lexi Winkelman to accept all of the reports as read; and was seconded by Dave Cameron.

Old Business:
· Alderman Paula Smith announced the Public Service Day or Public Safety Day that is scheduled for Saturday, May 1st from 9 am to noon.  It will be held at Wildemere Beach Congregational Church, in Wildemere Beach.  The Milford Fire and Police will be available to discuss fire safety and bike/infant seat safety.  The Health Department will be also available to discuss safety measures against h1n1/bird flu/hepatitis viruses.  All beach areas are invited to attend.  Walnut, Wildemere, Laurel and Cedar beaches.
· Funding from Enhancement Committee will concentrate on the Stowe property pushing for a safe and sound building before it will get to the point that it is beyond repair.
· Light in front of 17-19 Broadway was repaired. It was brought to Paula Smith’s attention that the lights on the corner Naugatuck & Broadway (Safeway building side) and the light in front of St. Gabriel Church also not working.  Paula Smith stated that Officer Jeff Nelson is the contact at the police station.

New Business:
· WBA Member John Powers has taken chairmanship of the Clean Up at Walnut Beach.  Everyone interested can join in on Saturday, May 1st from 11am until 1 pm.  The clean up area will be from the grasses on Walnut Beach to the high tide mark, East of the Meg Casey Pavilion.  John Powers did announce and thanked the Simon Lake PTA who will be taking care of the flyers to be circulated.  Walnut Beach Creamery donates ice cream to the workers after the clean-up is completed.  Casey Timminey generally donates the trash bags, however, Paula Smith will take care of it this year.  Save the Sound donates the gloves to wear.  There will be separate bags for recyclables and trash.
· Rumors that Lazy Lobster will be moving arose.  According to owners Joanne & Scott, they will be opening Mid-April.
· Walnut Beach Café is closed and will not re-open.  There is interest in opening a new business in the space by local people.
· Alderman Frank Goodrich announced that to parcels of land in the Walnut Beach Area that is owned by the City of Milford has been put out to bid for purchase.  The minimum bid is $125,000.  The two parcels are Walton Street and Stone Street.
· Joe Garbus thanked Frank Goodrich and Paula Smith for their work that they have been doing to keep Walnut Beach & Wildemere Beach safe and their follow-up on issues that are brought to their attention.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, it was seconded and third.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. TurnerWoods

Donna M. TurnerWoods
Secretary
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WBA Treasurer’s Report as of 3/8/10

Previous Balance $13,534.05

Deposits 170.00

Subtotal $13,704.05
+ 3.01

Subtotal $13,707.06

Less checks written:
- 176.00

- 96.80
- 154.49

New Balance $13,279.77

Respectively Submitted,

Leisa Gazdik
Treasurer, WBA

(Balance as of 3/8/10)

(Deposits of Memberships)

(Interest for checking acct for 1/15/10-2/16/10)

(Yearly rental Fee for WBA PO Box at Devon
Post Office)

(Postage supplies for WBA/WBA Festival)
(Expense Reimb to Marty Lippman for 1 YR
Renewal for WBA Domain name and web address-
walnutbeachassociation.com through Network
Solutions)

(as of 3/8/10)




